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CHIEF’S MESSAGE
 
 
 

 
Ruben Grijalva  

California State Fire Marshal 
 
I am pleased to announce that Kate 
Dargan has been appointed as Assistant 
State Fire Marshal.   
 
Kate will take the lead in the Code 
Adoption Process for the OSFM, as well 
as finalizing the WUI Bldg. Standards 
processes with BSC.  The announcement 
is available at: 

http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/firemarshal/A
ssistantStateFireMarshalappointment.pdf
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kate Dargan 
Assistant State Fire Marshal 

 
Mike Richwine has been appointed as 
Division Chief of State Fire Training 
following the retirement of Art Cota.  He 
will report to the Asst. State Fire 
Marshal. The announcement is available: 
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/firemarshal/C
hiefofstatefiretraining.pdf
 
I recently returned from the International 
Code Council Annual Meeting in 
Detroit, MI.  It was good to see many 
California Fire Prevention Officers and 
Building Officials coordinating their 
efforts in the code development process.  
California had an impact.  We also 
coordinated well with other states and 

http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/firemarshal/AssistantStateFireMarshalappointment.pdf
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/firemarshal/AssistantStateFireMarshalappointment.pdf
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/firemarshal/Chiefofstatefiretraining.pdf
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/firemarshal/Chiefofstatefiretraining.pdf
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the National Association of State Fire 
Marshals (NASFM).  But, we can be 
more effective with better California 
participation in the future.  I encourage 
Fire Chiefs to attend or support the 
attendance of their Fire Marshals/FPO’s 
at future code hearings.  Being 
successful at the ICC Code Hearings will 
make the Code Adoption process easier 
in California. 
   
If you have visited the SFM’s code 
adoption web page in the last few days 
you will have noticed most of the 
workgroups have begun meeting and 
posting their minutes. Kick-off meetings 
were conducted with workgroup 
members in northern and southern 
California. The Core Group has also 
convened twice now to discuss issues as 
the process evolves and we learn more 
about the tasks ahead.  Progress has been 
made and we continue to pick up steam! 
The beginning process has been a series 
of calculated meetings and exercises to 
deliver a consistent message to a very 
large group of volunteers. 
 
At last viewing the list of building 
officials and fire service volunteers has 
reached ten pages.  The response to the 
task at hand has been outstanding!  
However, the workgroup rosters may 
have either reached their maximum 
reasonable working levels or will shortly 
be there.  In order to be sure that our 
resources can continue to accommodate 
the needs, I have implemented a few 
operational guidelines.   

• To assure licensing issues are 
being satisfied, before adding 
new members, workgroup 
leaders should now get approval 
from the SFM Liaison Daniel 
Najera. 

• Prospective members must have 
already completed and sent in the 
ICC license agreement to Leslie 
Haberek of ICC.   

• Each workgroup will be provided 
10 copies each, if necessary, of 
the IBC and IFC and one set of 
the commentaries per workgroup.  
Just as was offered by NFPA, 
these copies are for California 
Government employees only.   

• Workgroup leaders are to verify 
that the license agreement has 
been signed before giving out the 
password information, as well as 
verifying California Government 
employment before assigning 
free books.   

 
Workgroup leaders should consider 
whether the appropriate industry 
stakeholders are associated with their 
workgroups.  I have stated that the final 
product recommended by the Core 
Group must be the result of consensus 
among both industry and governmental 
officials and I stand firm to that resolve.   
 
Please mark the following meeting on 
your calendars: 
 
Calif. Building Standards Commission 
Coordinating Council 
October 24, 2005, 10:00am  
Department of Consumer Affairs 
400 R Street, 1st Floor Hearing Room 
Sacramento, CA 98514 
 
Items on the agenda include; use of the 
ICC website, coordination between State 
agency committees, obstacles to 
timelines, interagency assistance, status 
and progress report to the Building 
Standards Commission. 
 



 
State Fire Marshal Report 
October 2005 

 
3 

We recently received notice from the 
Building Standards Commission 
regarding the 2004 Annual Code 
Adoption Cycle.  In response to request 
from our sister State agencies, the 
Commission has set the deadline for 
submitting final documents (including 
the Final Statement of Reasons) at 
November 3, 2005.  This deadline 
pertains to all parts of Title 24.   If you 
are on the Commission’s mailing list, 
you can expect to receive the public 
comment monograph in the mail no later 
than October 28th.  The Commission 
action meeting at which proposals in the 
annual cycle will first be presented to the 
commission, has been moved back from 
December 2005 to March 2006.  
Following that, the commission’s 
ratification of its actions will occur at the 
May 2006 meeting.   
 
Lastly, in November 2005, the 
California Integrated Waste 
Management Board, Permitting and 
Enforcement staff and the State Fire 
Marshal will conduct regional 
coordination meetings on the broad issue 
of fires in piles of solid waste at solid 
waste facilities and operations.  The 
discussion includes fires at landfills, 
transfer stations, and composting sites as 
well as constructions and demolition 
debris fires.  Information on this topic is 
posted at: 
http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/LEACentral/F
ires/default.htm  
Or you may contact Dennis Corcoran at 
dcorcora@ciwmb.ca.gov or at (916) 
341-6395.  Three meeting are being 
scheduled: 
November 2, Fresno 
November 9, Marysville 
November 29, Irvine 
Space is limited, so please reserve your 
spot by completing the registration form 

available at the site above or contact 
Melissa Hoover-Hartwick at 
mhoover@ciwmb.ca.gov or at (916) 
341-6813 
 
Make sure to visit Chief Grijalva’s 
webpage, “From the Chief” for recently 
posted information. 
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/fromthechief.html
 

 
FIRE & LIFE SAFETY DIVISION 

 
Statutes and Regulations Class 
 

State Fire Marshal 
Statutes & Regulations 

Class 
Title 19 & Title 24 

October 11, 12, & 13 
(Class Hours: Oct 11-12 0800-

1700, Oct 13 0800-1400) 
Instructors: Hugh Council, Joe 

Garcia & Bill Greene  
 
 

Ludwig Community Center 
864 Santa Rosa Street 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

 
Code Interpretations 
 
All requests for interpretations are to be 
sent to Joe Garcia, Division Chief, Fire 
and Life Safety Division South at: 
 
Office of the State Fire Marshal 
602 E. Huntington Drive, Suite A 
Monrovia, CA 91016 
Tel (626) 305-1908 

http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/LEACentral/Fires/default.htm
http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/LEACentral/Fires/default.htm
mailto:dcorcoran@ciwmb.ca.gov
mailto:mhoover@ciwmb.ca.gov
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/fromthechief.html
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Fax (626) 305-5173 
Joe.garcia@fire.ca.gov
 
For additional information, please visit 
the SFM webpage under “How to 
request a code interpretation from the 
SFM” 
 

CALIFORNIA ALL INCIDENT 
REPORT SYSTEM (CAIRS) 

 
If you have any questions regarding this 
program, please contact: 
 
Penny Nichols 
Staff Services Analyst 
Tel. (916) 445-8435 
Fax (916) 445-8459 
 

FIRE ENGINEERING 
 
FIRE ENGINEERING 
 

Flame Retardant Program 
 
The Flame Retardant Program is 
currently processing renewals of Limited 
Applicator licenses for the Christmas 
tree season; please contact Debbie Vehrs 
at http://debbie.vehrs@fire.ca.gov with 
any questions regarding the renewal or 
new application process for Limited 
Applicator licenses.  All other renewals 
have been processed for the Chemicals, 
Fabrics and General Applicators.  Those 
lists are updated on our website and may 
be accessed at: 
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/flameretardant.ht
ml.  The testing of new fabrics and or 
materials is continuously being 
completed at our lab in Ione.  Should 
there be any questions regarding this 
program please contact Marc Yepez at 
marc.Yepez@fire.ca.gov. 
 

Building Materials Listing (BML) 
 
The Fire Alarm Advisory Committee 
met on July 20, 2005 and welcomed 
several new local fire service members 
to the committee.  A list of the 
committee members and a “draft” of the 
meeting minutes is posted on the SFM 
website.  The next meeting is scheduled 
for November 16, 2005 at the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office in Sacramento.  Check 
the web site for new agenda.  The 
website may be accessed at 
 
 http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/advisory.html  
 
The BML Program would like to inform 
the local FPO’s that all CSFM listings 
are renewed until June 30, 2006 and are 
posted on our website. All “fire alarm” 
listings are renewed and available on the 
website to assist you in the plan review 
of fire alarm systems and equipment. 
 
For further information you may contact 
Darcell Hermann, Staff Assistant at 
(916) 445-8370 or 
Darcell.hermann@fire.ca.gov  
 
 We would like to remind you that 
although we list many products and 
materials, there are only two (2) 
required to be listed and approved by the 
State Fire Marshal; fire alarm equipment 
and devices [H&S Code 13114(b)] and 
wood shakes and shingles for roofs 
[H&S 13132.7((j)(1)].  Other products 
and materials are strictly voluntary. The 
BML website may be accessed at 
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/bml.html .   
 
Should there be any questions regarding 
this program please contact:  
Diane Arend 
BML Program Coordinator 
Tel (916) 445-8396 

mailto:Joe.garcia@fire.ca.gov
http://debbie.vehrs@fire.ca.gov/
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/flameretardant.html
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/flameretardant.html
mailto:marc.Yepez@fire.ca.gov
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/advisory.html
mailto:Darcell.hermann@fire.ca.gov
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/bml.html


Fax (916) 445-8458 
diane.arend@fire.ca.gov.  
 
Automatic Extinguishing System 
Program 
The next SFM Automatic Extinguishing 
Systems Advisory meeting is scheduled 
for August 24, 2005. 

The NFPA 25 working group in now 
working on the labels and forms to be 
used in conjunction with the proposed 
adoption of NFPA 25, Maintenance of  
Water- Based Fire Protection Systems, 
2002 edition. 

A new email address has been created to 
accept your comments on this regulatory 
package.  You may email your 
comments on the proposed amendments 
to NFPA 25 to:   

ProposedNFPA25Adoption@fire.ca.gov 

You may review the express terms for 
this proposal at the following address: 

http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/ul300propose
dchangestitle24part9.pdf
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Should there be any questions regarding 
this program please contact: 
 
James Parsegian 
Supervising Deputy 
Tel (916) 445-8415 
Fax (916) 445-8459  
james.parsegian@fire.ca.gov
 
 
Portable Fire Extinguisher Program 
 
Program staff are in the middle of 
renewals for both company licenses and 
Certificate of Registration.  Renewal 
notices have been sent to 513 companies 
and 2240 certificate of registration 

holders; and are do before 11/1/05 for 
processing. 
 
Suspension/fines have been issued to 
five concerns and two certificates of 
registration holders with fines totaling 
$3,450 in initial payments. 
 
State Fire Marshal Fire Extinguisher 
Advisory Committee met on 8/23/05, we 
welcomed several new members 
representing the fire services.  We 
worked on a project to develop the 
committee’s Top Five Priorities to be 
presented to the State Fire Marshal for 
approval. 
 
Next Fire Extinguisher Advisory 
Committee meeting will be held on 15 
November 2005 @ 10:00 in the 1131 S 
Street Sacramento office 
 
Should there be any questions regarding 
this program please contact: 
 
James Parsegian 
Supervising Deputy 
Tel (916) 445-8415 
Fax (916) 445-8459  
james.parsegian@fire.ca.gov
 
Investigations Unit 
 
An investigation is ongoing regarding an 
incident at MP Associates Inc. involving 
a critically injury person.  A follow-up 
investigation will involve packaging and 
US DOT Explosives Numbering with 
regards to the devices in question. 
 
Aerial Shells from the 2004 Marysville 
fireworks incident were transferred to 
MP Associates Inc. for testing.   
 

mailto:diane.arend@fire.ca.gov
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/ul300proposedchangestitle24part9.pdf
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/ul300proposedchangestitle24part9.pdf
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The Fire Engineering Investigators are 
always available to assist the local fire 
departments.   
 
This unit has extensive background in 
the following areas of investigating: 
 

 Fire Extinguisher Fraud 
 Pyrotechnics 
 Fire Works Display 

 
This unit offers training for all of these 
subjects and tailors the training to the 
department’s specific needs.     
 
Should there be any questions regarding 
this program please contact: 
Tony Guevara 
Investigator 
Tel (916) 327-8278 
Fax (916) 445-8459 
tony.guevara@fire.ca.gov
 
Mark Yepez at mark.yepez@fire.ca.gov
 
Fireworks 
 
The Next SFM Safe and Sane Advisory 
meeting is tentatively set for August 29 
or 30, 2005.  The next SFM Flame 
Throwing Devices workgroup meeting is 
set for August 8, 2005.  
 
The next Special Effects Advisory 
meeting is scheduled for sometime in 
November 2005.   
 
The fireworks enforcement hotline is 
(888) 399-3632 or (888) FWX ENFC.  
This 24 hour number is to report seizure 
of illegal fireworks or information 
related to the sales, use or storage of 
illegal fireworks.  You may access 
updated version of the Fireworks Seizure 
Information Form at: 

http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/fireengineerin
g/fw/fwsi/form.pdf  
  
Should there be any questions regarding 
this program please contact:  
 
Tony Guevara 
Investigator 
Tel (916) 327-8278 
Fax (916) 445-8459 
tony.Guevara@fire.ca.gov. 
 
 
Certified Unified Program Agency 
(CUPA) 
 
On August 23-24, and August 30-31, 
statewide Unified Program 
representatives from Cal/EPA, DTSC, 
OES, OSFM, SWRCB respectively 
conducted full program evaluations of 
Yuba and San Mateo County’s 
Department of Environmental Health.  
These evaluations are conducted at least 
every three (3) years to assess the 
effectiveness of enforcing the state 
Certified Unified Program Agencies’ 
(CUPA) hazardous materials and 
hazardous waste regulations and to 
determine any deficiencies in 
implementing the requirements of the 
regulations.  At the conclusion of the 
evaluation, a document called Summary 
of Findings is issued to the program 
agency.  It summarizes and lists our 
observations, findings, deficiencies of 
the program and our recommendations 
toward improving their program. 
    
Statewide agency representatives from 
OSFM, Cal/EPA, OES, DTSC, SWRCB 
conduct unified program evaluations of 
local County Environmental Health 
Department and Fire agencies regarding 
the Certified Unified Program Agencies 
(CUPA) Hazardous Materials program.  

mailto:tony.guevara@fire.ca.gov
mailto:mark.yepez@fire.ca.gov
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/fireengineering/fw/fwsi/form.pdf
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/fireengineering/fw/fwsi/form.pdf
mailto:tony.Guevara@fire.ca.gov
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The state Fire Marshal’s office 
specifically review the Hazardous 
Materials Management Plan and 
Inventory Statements of each regulated 
business within a county to ensure that 
the elements of the California Fire Code 
is incorporated in the CUPA plans, 
permitting and inspection program.   
 
The OSFM CUPA Coordinator 
participates in training, regional board, 
advisory group and planning meetings.  
OSFM is one of the major contributors 
in the success of the annual Cal/CUPA 
Forum conference usually held in 
February each year.   
 
Should there be any questions regarding 
this program please contact: 
 
Francis Mateo 
CUPA Program Coordinator 
Tel (916) 324-0232 
Fax (916) 445-8459 
francis.mateo@fire.ca.gov
 
 

CODE DEVELOPMENT 
 
SFM’s Regulatory Notice Distribution 
List 
 
Anyone interested in being added to the 
SFM’s mailing list or email distribution 
list for proposed rulemaking activities, 
please provide the following 
information: 
 

• Name 
• Address 
• Email 
• Telephone number 
• Subject matter interest 

 
Should there be any questions regarding 
this program, please contact: 

 
Daniel Najera 
Senior Deputy 
Tel (916) 324-9592 
Fax (916) 445-8459 
Dan.najera@fire.ca.gov
 
 
 

mailto:francis.mateo@fire.ca.gov
mailto:Dan.najera@fire.ca.gov
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